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June
by Shi Tao
as translated by Chip Rolley, Sydney PEN

My whole life

Will never get past “June”
June, when my heart died
When my poetry died

When my lover

Died in romance’s pool of blood

June, the scorching sun burns open my skin

Revealing the true nature of my wound

June, the fish swims out of the blood-red sea

Toward another place to hibernate

June, the earth shifts, the rivers fall silent

Piled up letters unable to be delivered to the
dead
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Literal Translation of June by Chip Rolley

Stanza 1
iksl i} H¥
All particle 1. day
used after 2. days
attribute 3. 1life
4. time
Stanza 2
# SAE “INR”
1.all; it (verb + | June;
2.particle | complement): | literally
used when | bypass; the sixth
preceded steer clear | moon or
by a of. month.
plural A~ (used here
subject between the

verb and the
complement) :
not

NA

B

'DHEE

r

June

my

& = T;
) is a
possessive
particle]

heart

(verb)
to die

1 particle
after verb
indicating
completed
action

2 particle
at end of
sentence
indicating
change of
situation
or state
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Stanza 2 continued...

HH

T

my poem; (verb) 1 particle
poems; to die after verb
poetry indicating
completed
action
2 particle at
end of sentence
indicating
change of
situation or
state
KHI BA
my Lover;
amorous
partner;
lovers
1 14 7 TRig i} iiih H B
also; to die (particle 1 romance; (particle blood pool in;
too; that 2 romantic; indicating within;
as well; combines 3 bohemian; attribute inside;

with Hat | unconventional; | or Fe-H is a

the end of | loose possession) prepositional

line to construction
indicate indicating
location) : the subject
be, at, is “in,

in, or on within,

a place inside” that
which is
between f1F
and B
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Stanza 3

NH g H I8 JF BRIk

June strong; sun burn; (complement | skin
violent; burns to the verb
intense; here) : open
burning;
scorching

H s i} ELAH

to show; (complement | (noun) (particle the real

to reveal; | after a verb | wound(s) ; indicating situation;

to expose | to indicate | cut(s) attribute or the true
outward possession) situation;
direction, the actual
completion, state of
or success) affairs;

truth

NA

#)L

i

a

i8]

June

fish
(singular or
plural)

to leave

blood

red

(particle
indicating
attribute
or
possession)

= sea;
JK = water
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Stanza 3 continued...

Vi [a] 7 — 4k i 2 Hh
to swim preposition: | adjective: | one; a place winter Attribute: | place
toward different; sleep; particle
other; hibernation
another
NH Kb 631 T 7’ Il
June Farth; Be out of | river(s) not; sound;
mother earth | shape; nothing; voice; tone
become nil
deformed

JHE

ib]

Al

B

x

%

S

E]|

%1

+*

form a
pile; be
in heaps

particle
used after
attribute

letter(s)

already

not;

nothing;

nil

method; way
(of doing
something)

Send;
deliver

complement to
the verb: to

At = to die;
%—:
particle
used to
indicate
individuals,
persons.
W = dead
people; the
dead

hand (s)

In;
among;
amid
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